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Reviews and Notes 

Collections of the Minnesota Historical Society, Volume XV, St. 
Paul, 1915. 872 pp. 

This volume contains the papers read before the society during 
the last six years. The first paper is a history of "Railroad Legisla- 
tion in Minnesota 1849 to 1875", by Rasmus S. Saby. The paper 
deals at length with the attempt of the Grangers to get control of the 
railroads, two-thirds of the 188 pages being taken up with this im- 
portant question. A five-page paper by John H. Randall, entitled 
"The Beginning of Railroad Building in Minnesota," supplements 
the former paper. William Watts Folwell has a twenty-five page 
paper on the "Five Million Loan." This also was a scheme devel- 
oped in 1858 to finance some railroads with the State credit. An 
elaborate paper of fifty-five pages is devoted to "The Kensington 
Rune Stone," a mysterious tablet supposed to have been inscribed 
by the Northmen at least 500 years ago. An article of twenty-seven 
pages by State Auditor, Samuel G. Iverson, deals with "The Public 
Lands and the School Fund of Minnesota." There are a score or 
so of other articles, many of them of interest to the whole North- 
west. It is an excellent volume both with regard to its material and 
its general appearance. The papers are of high grade and well 
edited. The society is to be commended for its good work. The 
officers of the society, moreover, are a guaranty that the high stand- 
ard of their volume will be maintained. 

The Jefferson-Lemen Compact is the name of a 58-page pamph- 
let issued by the University of Chicago Press, edited by Willard C. 
MacNaul. The paper is intended to show the relations of Thomas 
Jefferson and James Lemen to the struggle for the exclusion of 
slavery from the Illinois and North-west Territories. The period 
covered extends from 1781 to 1818. 

James Lemen was a well-known pioneer of Illinois, his home 
having been known as Lemen's Fort or the "New Design." He was 



